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Memorial Day, formerly Decoration Day, in the United States, holiday (1zst Monday in May) honoring those wha
have died in tha nation's wars. i onginated during the Amencan Civil War whan citizens placed flowers an the
grewes of fiose who had been kiled in babde. More then a half dozen places have claimed o be b birhplace of the
holiday. In Octobsr 1864, for instance, three women in Boalsburg, Pennsylvenia, are said t heve decorsied the
grees of loved ones wha died during the Civil Wer, they then retwmed in July 1865 sccompanied by many of teir
fellow citizens for @ more general commemoration. A lange chiservance, primarily imvolving African Amaricans, fook
placa in May 1865 in Charleston, South Carolina. Columbus, Mississipgi, held & formal observance for both Unicin
and Confederate daad in 1868. By congressional proclamation in 1966, Waterloo, New York, wes cited as the birth-
placa, alsoin 1866, of the observance. In 1868 John A. Logan, the commander in chied of fhe Grand Army of the
Republic, an onganization of Linion veterans, promoted a national holiday on Mey 30 *for the purpese of strewing
with fowers or otharwisa decarating the graves of comemdas who died in defanse of theair country during the late re-
bellion.”



